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The Mardi Gras Mystery

H. BEDFORD-JONES

= —
I — —] ] Tl wenrch was coticlided Not m [ wrsby, was a sunll serap of paper. Mr
GRAMONT AND FELL trace of the scoundrel Here, Fell— [ Fell glanced a1 1t sgnin, thea shook
| Nl yoeu help us out? Havea't you | his head and slowly tirned AWAY, an
! “1 PRIS-During the hetght of || ' fisoovere! a thing? | though resisting & remptation
. U ey [ Nothing.,"™ responded Jachin Vel I o™ he muttersl *No. It would
- ' weallhy “ . nimly e sure to At the paper In my pocket,
“ 3 b . e oo L At this Instant Pob MaMard rushet | 1t would be sure to fit. confound him 1=
! o koown (|00 e hed Just lemrned of the! A ltrle Inter he left the houne,
s & Mitnignt % . wh n Masgquer's visr In response to s | stedding  briskly down  the AvVenoa
- At . o, b excited questiioniing his  futher o When he aprproached the fArst #lreal
e i Fibisl the sconhe In the lbrary, and | light he emine 10 & pause, and hegnn
all oha ’ .t N tha Mas DAL softly to put his person as though
A Il T trost there was nothing Impor mrching for something
| ta L \n@ey Hltant among those papers of yours I Wl you that you'd pay for
| _ = H1?¥ hert Y knowing too moch ahotul me young
[ ! | No said the youneer man  *No | man™ b sald sofily.  “What's this,
l & Naothing valunhle st all™ L " t's t}
| b . , et | Menry Gramont was passing 1 A slight v f maper. as he
| it the w 18 and patgeed, Be gate ! walkod g ! ntirmetod hin atten
1w * " - & for an lnstant Ui the gr o " o his hapds over the
| - . 1 - \ fulnt smile rested upon his athep SCT T v that cloaked him:
| apstily deawn featnroa ¢ detocted & srrap of paper pinned
= " .'_ - T ust fog this he annnianesy it in the rear e cwrned the
| v \ S Aai ing out m paper. It was planed | paper | utder the street Nebt man
| o . g t itsldn of the lbeary door 1] aged 1o decipher the writing whieh I
PR TR \ rowu e thint ar Inte stsitor beft 1 | bore
. emefito ¥ Pa et . ‘e '
— Inchin Feil tock the parer 8 =~ A -I. . -r. I.l : & lps an be
HAPTKA Cont nued it rabpatedinns g on. 2 faq the penciled wards
viling wrou )
L “AbP Matllard The msame hand | 1 A not love ¥ la "im Pel,
i v sier” Do voxg th writing we thut of your letrer ™ I The r m why 1 car 1 tell
1w 4 @ a1 ! o Al you? Y ' R the paper was penclled 8 :l ,' a1 Anow and anow rl !E'_“au
it ~ - w anil I Ggors B Jde 1 ey Jaahin Fall
et L " N rover half *My eonmpliments to Robert Mal) Uertein'y the fellow tins wit, If ant
the - 11in Y Fliard nd my thanka* rig Ity r erel Mr. Fell, g8 ho
L T r . r I Hob Malllar! sprang forward an refulls stowe! away the paper
for -~ Hah T £r najecting the paper When Be | The ariting ¢ poon It was in the hand of
ah 1 Ished 1t Foll enimly clalmed 1t | the MIdsight Masguer
- A o nfound the rogue " muttered the
v &1 banker s son turnlng away His fea CHAPTER IV,
- ¥ 2 n vhas va wite pale, perhaps with anger |
- ! " ' [here was nothing hut stock eertif Caliers
. He ths in hal envelope—and they ean The house In whlch 1 ucte [ adanole
di i relmsted Mred bad heon vru; the far
-7 v | st A ¥ " * . ¢ feativities were not Droken op | nfture and ofther ¢ s In 1t had been
s Wt . t New f the robbery gr Al ienked | her mothers he t90 Redre seryania
1 ¥ - ' Rohig he guests; the generally | who ssoke anty the reach pa-
b . X - vt his &he . B ' T was that the Masjtier tola had heen her & . It was a
| K" r B . WOrs hisd appeared only to De frichtensd  u all hogese byt very ® ful Inelde
Yo ot PR P - # Wauy before he could secure any wil The exterior hotrmivd & lavk of paint
i fuw = 2 a Tt was nesrly tw n the ring F the mone with which ta have
tlone ra ' ¢ - . whens J n Vi wt was leaving painting Ao
P " . . . svuntered Heory Gramont at the The 1edancsia 'y, althoush dis
of ypours Y he w f mot head of the wide stalrway He halte tantly ~ounect;s wit thers such e
P roown trcks back ! rurmed te the younger man the Maillarde had sent forth it final
3 ¢ ’ ' Al mve yon a peniril If wou | hoad ~f Pegieiar In the girt Lucte bier
" " . r had Iw ¢ &l F was Y an
2 *1 ¢ ke Mr Fell™ Gramont feli fanit and thpoe, re ahe had
x : . " " n'w Pl o1 el her o v invalld,
whiplas ¢ ritig the tter duys  He had neaver
— ] 1 o I br Eht 8 | hoer at * e A e ar onate
- ’ o r . A nn ™ LI a large #rtent he B ! matworm
™ f ar L4 fortunes in a
P . e reh for he
The n wis t . P v " tpe
andide e . at the sutd k of W ' ™
t ' M r ' A e ¥ te dle ¥
he i - rw 1 Il ¢ ey o~ * &
&n . - . the t nd T (24
- . . "halre 2] had t» v 1 a
‘ ) LS - o ‘.', ! L -
thing M r ! L * ewhat r -1
t “ Ma w .
" a war t ve made mistakoes ’
doat i 1 mgain T w r
;'. : e . s s in the r
o0 his - \ 2 e pe 1hee stnkers
T a t It mar mn ral then that » » 1
e . \ o take Jarhin ¥Fe nie her "
and tr . A a ol Mulliard bad heen her gu ar 4
was * - " A . - It was t § that she bBad plm ]
Sinena = e 2 P = - Py with er giriind A Tva |
Ruew iIr les ring even the fo e af
W & . ? he e FwLOR her %o
o‘\v ! i he e red Al "l L L 4 - f .
ey ey Heenpan. J4 Ay &
“Take t ¢ | re i tum he d riwil and Lucie herwif » :
then ) Seuke 4 s tadd )
the Masguer I's s N v Unele I -
Matlined beye From the last SLEEE, SRR The. Riv : .
drawer there & ! table = SETRBILY. S99 * Midatgnt M S
Lares anvel pe s I N = HoP Iust night? 1 Aidn't know unt Flor
deansd forward I uj -‘ f VUG That e has relly Sen dows:
welohe. and cru t intr U T stalrs and had robbed
*Thank rou” Al “That ‘ “Did You Actually See the Midnight "1 maw him, . - '.,r, S1G S ue |
fe all” | Masguer Last Night?™ SRl DTN S VG Sy ®
“D—a you!™ eriad M ard aliaking war h to s smile than - 1]
o fise .‘_.-:J\’ rry hlacks i - 1 ATt e x a word The paper was now Perbaps 1t was & reflection ¢ m
you™ that on which the farewell message | the edper vitality which sc o e n
The handlt regnrted him A moment the Midnight Masquer had bheen | the eyes of Lucle ‘1 saw | rea ™
then laughed written A restful face was hers—not beag. |
“1T vou knew At waSs 18 thAt en-. A Lurd lead & very hard point fn- | tiful at frst glance; o 1ttle 1o s1rong |
welope, my dear fnancier, you might | e tald Fell  He pocketed the | for beauty. one would say. The deep |
Bot fpeak 8o hrs Uy £ 1 knew what | PAPer agaln and regarded Gramont | €78y eyes were level and quiet and
wus In it I mig! ynswer you. Hogr 1| %tes Hiy as he returnel the pencil, | Wide upart, and on  most ocegaions
doo’t know. | only suspect—and hope Few men carry so hard o pencil, | were quite [nscrutable Ths were |
And now, my friends—au revale '™ air” [ ow filled with & quick eagerness
The Masquer sprang backwsrd inte |. You re quite right™ and Gramont : Th-“l\ rf‘ih-! upon Jachin Fell | "
the hall, The door slummed, the key | smiled I borrowed this from Raob [ ealled him uncle, but not ae she calind
elicked He was gone! Malllerd only & moment ago. Its hard- | Joseph Malilard uncle. here was no
Malilard was the first to wake Inta | D88 surprised me”™ relationship. oo fermal affectation of
wolce and actlon. “The other door!™ “Il0 you know, & most ecurious | relationship, but a  purely atiding
be cried. “Into the dining room thing—" trust and friendahip
Hs flung open a mecond door and “Yes? prompted Gramont. his eyes Juchin Fell had done more fae Locle
@ashed (nto the dining room, followed | I0tent upon the little gray man, than stie herself knew or would know ;
By the other men. Here the windows “That paper you brought us—the | Without her knowledge he had quietly |
ving upon the garden, were open | baper which you found pinned to the | taken care of her fnances to an ap
en Mallinrd came to g sudden hait, | Hbrary door™ sald Fell, apologeticaily, | preciable extent.  Hetween them ny |
and after him the others; through | "' you know, Mr. Oramont, that | an affection that was very real Lucie,
the night wue pulsating, with grest [ 70dly enough there were no pln holen | Better than most, knew the extraordi.
distinctness, the throbbing roar of an | 0 that paper?” nary capabilities of this little gray
alrplane motor! From Malllard broke | Gramont smiled faintly, as though | M0 yer not even hocle guessed o |
B bitter ory: he were Inwardly ammsed over the re | 1PNt Of the charscter that lay be |
“The detectives—ITl get the fools | murk oeath Nls surface To her he was
Bere! Youn gentlemen wsearch the “Not at all curioua® he sald, his | Never reserved or secretive, Nonethe
Bouse. That fellow cam't possibly | volce level. “It was pinned rather | /288, she touched sometimes an !me |
Bave escaped—= stoutly—I tore off the portion bearing | Penctrable wall that seemed ever

They hastily separnted.  Malliard
dashed away to summon the detec
Bives, also to get other men to ald
fn the search,

The result was vain, No one had
Bbeen seen (0 enter or leave the house
and certalnly there had been ne alr
plane about. The Masquer had not
appeared wxcept In the Iibrary, and
mow he was most (ndubitably not In
the house. By all testlmony, he had
®elther entered It nor left It

“Well I'm 4—4!” mald Malllard,
Gaiplessly, to Judge Forester, when

the message. I'll wager that you'll
find the end of the paper still on the
door downstalra, You might make
certaln that its torn edge fAts that of
the paper in your pocket ; If It did not,
then the fact would be curlous! | am
most happy to have met you, Mr. Fell,
I trust we shall meet agaln, often ™

With n smile, he extended his hand,
which Mr. Fell shook cordially.

Upon gmining the lewer ball Feil
glanced at the door of the Ilibrary.
There, still pianed to the wood where
It had been unregarded by the pass

present within him,

“When | have fAnished with
the Masquer | shail take up his
trail™

(TO BE CONTINUED,)

Siiver Tongues
Rev., Ervest F. Tittle of Evanston
L, says it's great to be & distinguished
opator, but that it ls greater te tell
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VALUABLE HICKORY TIMBER GROWS
SCATTERINGLY OVER LARGE

Growp of Michorien~Pignut in

ihe Centaer
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of Hickories

e iF it

Ten Different Kinds
Hickory Is oftets referted o

A Fam oF

were & S§ngi¢ sjaaTies red &
yellow [=in In reality there ary 10
1.1.!?"\".' kitde of hlckory treea Fioe
hekory-hanlle purposes those known
as true hickories are most valusbde
The pecat: hickories [n uille the wuler
pnutmeg, and hitter nut ear . he
true hickories comprise sliaghark, pg
shellbark, plevut, and inocker oot

The handle industry Is largely depend
last group of trees for 118

| raw maleria
The annual consumption of hickory |
by the Landle trade |s something u!"fl

120K, feet bonrd mensare. Little
If any, of this materinl passes through
the mmwm!lls. for It in ondlnarily cut
and shipped to the handle factories In

the form of lisg bolts or Milets  All

hickories do v give the siine seryice |
when made Into handlea The varions
parts of the sume tree® tay show dQifs

ferent properties, and the quality of |
the wood near the cetiter Is quite Hkely |
to differ from that pearer the bark

The woend of the butt of & young |
hickory tree I8 of greater nwruw-
toughness than It 18 when the tres Ia
ol The wood of bhum ruts of both
old and young trees Ia tougher than
that cat higher up the trunk. The
handle manufacturers, for the most
part, demwand second-growth  hickory,
which consists of young stock of rapld
growth

Beast Material for Handiea

Hickory Is the best known material

for certailn classes of tool handles

wuch as the ax, ade, plck, hammer, and

Bhagbark on the bides ar
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The raw materinl for ) s Iy 14
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spdit Into hand's blacks ' 1 -

Bl the watgl peactice Is o rigrase the
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KEEP CONTAINERS UP
TO THEIR FULL SIZE

“Short™ Baskets Due to Lack
o! Proper Inspection,

Mairufacturers Are Meads Yo Corroet
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[ b T f Ay LI —
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Vankef a vis In 1 i ?gnl
- & Arve . - ! a» ffom ms pos
sibie hy the depar enl. and the ex
pettotice has bewn tAAl the ntuls
| vra Ay Mreadds e any ~ e
n & desire tur NTRL f
L lard slpe But Y P n
anol gl ar anufactar
etn wi Are ! wloe i ol
[ § b. e "llr 4 r . 4 L e
! A to ® ' pdes of thedr 1
t o the & r to he tostesd
It the shippers g ) wonld alw
appreciate the desirstliltly of gnifors
entiialners, the st rilzating of con
talters would be & dimple matter, says
the department

SOy BEAN GOOD CATCH CROP

Regular Practice st Migsouri Apgrieul
tural College and la Very
Succeasfu!

The growing of soy beans as & rateh
erop after whent is & regular practice
ut the Missonr!i agriculturs)
Mment statiog and has leen

Under ~n
erop 18 worth a8 moch g the
main crop. The beantis oan be cut for
hay In plenty of tinwe for fall seweling
of wheat
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PRODUCTION OF CLOVER SEED

Crop for 1922 Expected to Be Larger
Than Last Year~Not as
Heavy as 1998

The 1022 production

of

than last year's umall crop. al thv:xb
It will not approach the heavy pro |

duction of 1018 and 1910, nocording te |

reports recelved by the United States
Department of Agriculture

erimson |
Clover peed I8 expected to be Inrwer |
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Stomach-Kidneys-Heart -Liver

Keep the vital organs heulthy by
regularly taking the world s stand.
ard remedy for kidney, liver,
bladder and urc acwd lru.;ﬂli—‘

GOLD MEDAL

The Natlonal Remeds of Holland fou
canturies and snul vne! by Queen Wilkeh
mire. Al all druggisss, hree Hoea

l‘l—&-w(ﬂ“noﬁlnm’b—
B pel Mt e i

Bilious
Attacks

Are Usually Nue

to Constipation
Whea you are constipat-
od, thers s not emough
lubricant predoced by
sur syslem (o heep he
ood waste safl.  [ectors
prescribe Nujol because
Ha action W 00 clene 1o
this natural labricant
Nujol is & lubricant—net
a medicine or lavative—
s cannet gripe. Try
teday.

Skin Troubles
~— Soothed ——

With Cuticura

Soap B, Ointmant 25 sad ‘3¢, Tobenmm 25e.
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